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BACKGROUND

UNDP supports international cooperation and coordination towards 
improved chemicals management. Chemicals represent a vital ele-
ment of human development, affecting virtually all sectors of human 
activity. Increasingly however, it has been recognized globally that 
poor management of chemicals adversely affects human health and 
the environment, compromising the world’s most vulnerable and 
marginalized groups, the urban and rural poor, particularly women 
and children. UNDP assists countries to respond to the objectives 
of the multilateral environmental agreements that target effective 
global chemicals management through Capacity Development, 
Technical Assistance, Training and Trial/Demonstration Programmes 
and Technology Transfer.

In the country, UNDP is supporting the Government to assess its 
sound management of chemicals regime and improve its incorpora-
tion into the national development planning agenda. The country 
has been working intensively on the reduction and elimination of 
Ozone Depleting Substances (ODS), and the management of Persis-
tent Organic Pollutants (POPs), and is on its way to finalize the formu-
lation of a national chemical profile. Additionally, through creation of 
the coordinating National Ozone Unit, the Ministry of Environment 
and Physical Planning established an excellent basis for the success-
ful management of ODS in the country. As of today, more than 98% 
of ODS consumption are phased out. The management of Persistent 
Organic Pollutants (POPs) started in 2002 with implementation of 
the GEF project “Enabling activities to facilitate early action on the 
implementation of the Stockholm Convention on POPs”. The main 
objective of the project was the preparation of the National Imple-
mentation plan on the reduction and elimination of POPs. 

OZONE DEPLETING SUBSTANCES (ODS)

The release of man-made ozone-depleting chemicals into the atmo-
sphere results in depletion of the ozone layer, which in turn results in 
increased levels of ultraviolet radiation reaching the earth’s surface. 
This leads to higher incidence of skin cancer, eye cataracts and dam-
age to people’s immune systems, generating overall negative effects 
on human and environmental health.

PERSISTENT ORGANIC POLLUTANTS (POPs)

POPs are long-lasting chemicals that can become widely distribut-
ed geographically and that, through contamination of food, water, 
air and soil, can accumulate in living organisms to levels harmful 

to human health and the environment. POPs are produced and re-
leased into the environment by human activity. Some are used as 
pesticides, some as industrial chemicals, and some are the unwanted 
by-products of chemicals and/or combustion processes. UNDP sup-
ports developing countries efforts to develop enabling activities and 
focused initiatives to meet the commitments of the Stockholm Con-
vention on Persistent Organic Pollutants to reduce and/or eliminate 
the release of POPs into the global environment.

PROJECT OBJECTIVES

This concrete project will contribute to :

•	Development of Initial National Chemicals Profile and data col-
lection on areas of high-risk exposure for the environment and 
human health in the country;

•	Qualification of costs and benefits in management of major 
chemical problem areas;

•	Development of realistic phased plan to address the needs of na-
tional sound management of chemicals governance;

•	Strengthening national capacity for sound management of 
chemicals;

•	Preparation of National strategic document on Government’s 
commitment towards the implementation of environmentally 
sound chemicals management;

•	Development and formulation of National Plan on the implemen-
tation of Global Plan of Action on Sound Chemical Management.
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