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WHAT IS ‘GREENING’ AND WHY IS IT IMPORTANT?

Greening is taking environmentally responsible decisions and actions to reduce impact on
environment by conserving resources, using resources efficiently, and minimizing pollution.
These decisions and actions also contribute to improved human well-being. There are six
fundamental greening practices contributing to environmental best practice: waste
minimization and management; water efficiency and conservation; energy efficiency and
conservation; pollution reduction; biodiversity conservation; and social and economic
development. Over the past year UNDP country offices across the globe are in a collaborate
effort to increase the awareness of reducing their carbon footprint in the office. UNDP FYR
Macedonia is no different, continuously working since 2007 on new ideas of increasing
awareness, introducing the best possible methods of reduction, and how to monitor and
evaluate results.

FAST FACTS

In industrialized nations, per capita waste generation can be as high as 510 kg per year and
most materials are used only once before discarded. Small changes in waste management
strategies, focused on minimization, collection, treatment, and disposal, can lead to
measurable reductions in the demand for natural resources and the amount of waste going to
landfills, reducing material and disposal costs and curbing environmental degradation.

By the year 2025, two thirds of global populations are predicted to live in water-stressed areas,
exacerbating water-related illness, food shortages and environmental degradation; and
resulting in higher water costs for both domestic and industrial use. Using water efficiently
today will help to reduce current water supply and treatment costs, minimize future increases,
conserve ecosystems and make water more accessible to all.

Since 1971, global energy use has increased by 70% and is expected to continue increasing at
a rate of 2% per year over the next 15 years. As a result, non-renewable energy sources will be
depleted, and pollution levels could increase drastically. Greenhouse gas emissions could
increase by as much as 50% in the next 15 years. Efficient use of energy resources and
adopting renewable “clean” energy resources will minimize the negative environmental
impact of energy use as well as minimize the carbon output for many small-scale businesses,
and will help to ensure the future energy demand is met, as well as reduce, in most cases,
long-term energy costs.

Current levels of air, land, water, noise and visual pollution are threatening human and
ecosystem health. Annually, one billion urban residents are exposed to health threatening
levels of air pollution. Greening efforts have to therefore focus on preventing pollution, as
well as managing the pollution generated. This entails avoiding or minimizing the use of




substances harmful to human or environmental well-being at any point of their lifecycle. It
also involves implementing measures to mitigate the impact of pollution.

e In the last 30 years, global biodiversity reserves have undergone significant reduction,
reducing the environment’s ability to provide for a growing population. Such loss also limits
the ecosystem’s ability to protect from natural disasters, supply clean water, and cycling of
essential nutrients. Conserving biodiversity can contribute to maintaining the ecosystem’s
health and ability to support human life and livelihood.

¢ In a world in which one fifth of population lives on a less than a dollar a day and lacks access to
safe drinking water, half of the population does not have clean sanitation facilities, and one in
six adults cannot read or write, environmental issues cannot isolated from those of economic
and social development. Therefore stimulating economic growth in sectors implementing
environmental best practices and creating markets to green products and services can
contribute to the development of sustainable economy capable of meeting people’s needs'.

! Source: Leaving a Greening Legacy: Guidelines for event greemmg.iucn.org/publications/greening



http://www.iucn.org/publications/greening

ACTION PLAN

STEP 1: TURN STAFF INTO ADVOCATES - Awareness of the staff on benefits and needs for ‘greening’ increased

Activities Time line Targets Responsible Cost (USD) Note
Formation of Green Office Team Implemented
S ) . p
and nomination of Green Office Immediately N/A Management 0
Manager as team leader
To be distributed by email to all staff
Prepare and distribute regular e- on regular basis.
green “hints and tips”, related to end of November At least 4 per year Green office team 0 Common structure for all one-pagers
individual entry points for greening, has to be developed prior to their
preparation
g et implmented
the building and add news ones Throughout the year Relevant signs displayed on each floor Green office team TBD Additional may be displayed
where necessary
Develop UNDP green office logo End of December N/A Green office team 0 To be developed
and slogan
Creation of a Grgen Office’ section End of December Regularly updated web section Green office team 0 To align with new de5|gn of country
on the CO web site office web site
Standardize e-mail signature of all
staff by incorporating “Help save End of November Turn all staff into Green advocates! send All staff with help of ICT 0 N/A
paper! Do you really need to print the message to all partners and friends
this email?” at the end
Include the ‘green office’ Every newcomer is aware of the office
information into the newcomers End of November Y ; R Green Office team + HR 0
X green’ activities N/A
Welcome Kit
STEP 2: SAVE PAPER, WATER AND ENERGY - Reduction and saving of used resources
Activities Time line Targets Responsible Cost (USD) Note
Ensure that default double side Save as much paper as possible
printing set on computers and Immediately fp p p h ICT 0 To be implemented
applied (measure use of paper per month)
Encourage staff to print on used
one—§lde printed paper whenever Immediately Save as much paper as possible Al staff 0 To Be Implemented
possible for draft works and rough (measure use of paper per month) 1o e mplementec
notes
Using E-documentation and Decreased purchased amount of all Procurement associate
Distribution of electronic rather . paper from one year to another by min to provide info on To Be Implemented
) Immediately o 0
than printed documents whenever 10%, measure purchase of paper at the paper orders to green
possible end of each month team
Audit of office lighting to Entire building fitted with energy saving | Climate change project
determine which would best December 2009 b bulbs/number of fluorescent bulbs manager (internal 0 N/A

energy savings and less costly

reduced in each office and corridor

capacity + cost benefit

UNDP Goes Greer







