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UNITED NATIONS JOINT PROJECT TO PREVENT DOMESTIC VIOLENCE

Call for Project Proposals 
Support for Standardization of Legal Aid Service provision to Victims of Domestic Violence 
1. Background of the Call 

Domestic violence and violence against women and girls persist worldwide. Violence against women and girls is a pervasive violation of human rights; it affects individual development and represents a major impediment to achieving gender equality.
 

The Government of FYR Macedonia, having the obligation to protect victims from violence and hold the perpetrators accountable, has increased its efforts to improve the response to the phenomenon of domestic violence in the country. Besides the Constitutional provisions for protection of fundamental human rights and freedoms, changes in the legislative framework were made to more adequately address domestic violence and improve protective and preventive measures. A National Strategy for Protection against Domestic Violence (2008-2011) was adopted in 2008, where strategic guidelines and priorities for reducing (with the goal of eliminating) and preventing DV are set.

In support of the government effort, agencies of United Nations in the country developed a multifaceted Joint Project (JP) against domestic violence (2009-2011) that has the overarching objective to strengthen the National Capacities to Prevent Domestic Violence. The Joint Project aims at supporting the Government and the civil society sector in improving inter and intra sectoral coordination and strengthening the mechanisms for prevention of violence and provision of adequate victim support services.
 
Within the framework of the joint UN project, UNIFEM is providing support in strengthening the system of legal aid provision to victims of domestic violence (DV). This specific project component aims at improving the system of legal aid provision through standardization of services offered, capacity building of the legal aid providers, improvement of coordination between legally authorized providers and awareness raising within local communities on the existing legal aid options and services to victims of DV. Towards this goal, standards for legal aid are in process of being finalized, following a consultative process with all relevant stakeholders - CSOs, Ministry of Labor and Social Policy, National Coordination Body for the Implementation of the National Strategy against Domestic Violence. Using these standards, UNIFEM in collaboration with the Ministry of Labor and Social Policy are also seeking to support civil society organizations to expand their capacities in providing  standardized legal aid services to victims of DV, with a focus on  improving victims/survivors’ accessibility and use of those services. The development of standards for providing legal aid is contributing to the realization of the specific objective 4 of the National Strategy for Protection from Domestic Violence: Improving the system for protection of victims of domestic violence. 
2. Focus:

The focus of the Call is on improving the quality and expanding the outreach of legal aid services to victims of domestic violence throughout the country. For the purposes of this Call, the scope of legal aid services includes: a) provision of free of charge primary legal aid, i.e. initial legal advice on the right to use legal aid, general legal information, legal aid in drafting legal or administrative documents and/or b) legal representation in court. 
UNIFEM will support civil society organizations (CSOs) to pilot the standards for legal aid that have been developed by a UNIFEM-supported team of experts based on consultations with CSOs, Ministry of Labor and Social Policy and the National Coordination Body for the Implementation of the National Strategy against Domestic Violence. 

The proposals responding to this Call should clearly show how proposed activities will contribute to some or all of the following objectives: 

· Improve the response to the needs for legal assistance of victims of domestic violence 

· Improve the system of keeping records on victim/perpetrator and services offered

· Strengthen the referral mechanisms between CSOs and other institutions offering protection to victims of domestic violence, as well as referrals to lawyers for legal representation
· Increase victims’ awareness of and access to available legal services

· Promote proactive approaches in dealing with victims by offering further support in case of referrals 

· Establish tools for increasing victims’ safety, through confidentiality and safety planning 

· Periodically evaluate the effectiveness of the CSO provision of services to victims of domestic violence 

· Record good practices and lessons learned to be shared with other stakeholders providing services for protection to victims of domestic violence. 

3. Guiding Principles of Programming: 

· Human rights-based and gender-responsive approaches that place first priority on promoting, protecting and fulfilling the human rights of women and girls.
· Focus on victims of domestic violence, prioritizing categories most-in-need, living in poverty and otherwise excluded or disadvantaged.

· Holistic responses that provide protection to victims, plan their safety and raise awareness on the need to seek legal aid. 
· Coordination and multi-sectoral partnerships, including among relevant public institutions, Bar association, non-governmental, women’s and other civil society groups. 
· Transformation of inequitable gender norms and power disparities by encouraging victims to seek justice. 
· Commitment to sharing knowledge, by documenting, evaluating and disseminating results, and working with UNIFEM staff in the process. 

· Evidence-based programming, building on lessons learned and recommended practices, to ensure optimal results and use of resources.

4. Funding levels and duration of proposals: 

Requested budget should not exceed 341,000.00 MKD total for the duration of 8 and ½ months. Projects should start no later than April 15th and should end by December 31st 2010. Based on successful implementation, projects can be extended and new funding provided until August 2012. 
5. Application and selection process

Eligibility Criteria 

The Call for concept notes is open to Civil society organizations that: 
· Are registered within the Central Registry and within the Registry of the Ministry of Labor and Social Policy as CSO acting in the field of social protection (as per Law on Social Protection art. 153 and 154). 
· Are in process of registration in the MLSP registry and can provide evidence that the registration process is ongoing.
· Are not currently registered but can prove, through adequate documentation, that they fulfill the legal conditions for being registered as CSO acting in and delivering services in the field of social protection (as per Law on Social protection) and commit themselves to submit request for registration within two months of submission of the project proposal.
In cases where two or more organisations submit a proposal, clearly state which organisation represents the applicants and takes legal responsibility for administering and implementing the project.

UNIFEM will not consider requests that are:

· Submitted by individuals, or by organizations without legal status or the needed registration.

· For purchase of land or property; or for construction or repair of buildings, including shelters

· Submitted after the deadline for submission

Criteria for selection of proposals for funding:

Applicant CSOs should demonstrate ability to pilot the standards for provision of legal aid, offer high-quality service to victims, ensure victims’ accessibility and use of these services, as well coordination and cooperation with other institutions relevant in the provision of legal aid.
a) Quality of proposal, ensuring that there is a strong link between the issues to be addressed and the planned activities, results anticipated and budget planned

b) Realism and feasibility of results. 
c) Institutional capacity to implement the activities:  minimum of 3 years of existence and proven experience in dealing with social protection issues and/or issues strictly related to domestic violence; minimum of 1 year of experience in providing legal aid to victims of domestic violence and/or other categories of socially excluded or vulnerable citizens;
d) Qualified personnel for providing legal aid to victims of DV: a) for primary legal aid either a lawyer or CSO staff member/s with law degree; b) for legal representation, lawyer or as staff of the CSO or external lawyer/member of the Bar Association having established some working collaboration with the CSO for the period of at least 6 months to 1 year. 

e) Strategic partnerships necessary for project success secured

f) Clearly defined focus.
g) Justifiable budget 

How, Where and When to Apply? 

Applicants are expected to submit proposals in the form of a brief Concept Note. For preparation of Concept Notes, please refer to the Annex: Concept Note Form (can be downloaded from: http://www.unifem.sk or www.undp.org.mk); (6 pages maximum, including narrative and budget estimate). 

Submissions should be sent preferably by e-mail with a signed cover letter and endorsements, wherever applicable. Please submit your Concept Note at: info.mk@unifem.org. 
Concept Notes can be submitted in English only. The deadline for submission of Concept Notes is 29th March 2010 end of business time (i.e. 17.00). Proposals received after the deadline will not be considered.

UNIFEM contacts: 

"Zeleznicka" 46, I-8

1000 Skopje
Tel: +389 2 3109 307/8

Fax: +389 2 3179 791 
�In-depth study on all forms of violence against women, Report of the Secretary-General, � HYPERLINK "http://www.un.org/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=A/61/122/Add.1" ��http://www.un.org/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=A/61/122/Add.1� 


� National Strategy for Protection against domestic violence 2008-2011, Ministry of Labor and Social Policy, Skopje, April 2008. 


� UN Joint Project” Strengthening National Capacities to Prevent Domestic Violence” available at  http://www.undp.org.mk/default.aspx?LCID=82
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