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Political Parties Must Take the Lead in Ensuring Fully Democratic Elections

High Level Seminar on Combating Proxy and Family Voting

03 February, 2009 - As the country approaches the new electoral cycle, the presidential and local elections due on 22 March
2009, UNDP and the State Election Commission (SEC) have intensified the efforts toward creating environment which will
allow for democratic elections in accordance to the highest of the European standards to take place. The phenomenon which
most often contributes to the negative assessments and is considered one of the most serious electoral violations is the
practice of family and proxy voting.

Being faced directly with this challenge UNDP and SEC, in the frames of the joint project “One Voter — One Ballot: Addressing
Proxy and Family Voting” have organized the High Level Seminar treating the topic of the “Interaction of Central and Local
Governments and other Stakeholders in Combating Proxy and Family Voting”. Besides serving as a central point where the
representatives of the relevant national institutions exchanged views with high representatives of the international
community residing in the country, this Seminar also hosted one of the UNDP key figures for the region of Europe. Namely, in
the frames of her official visit to the country, Ms. Cihan Sultanoglu, Deputy Director of UNDP-RBEC (Regional Bureau for
Europe and CIS Countries, based in New York) used the opportunity to address this important gathering and share key
messages.

Mes. Sultanoglu pointed out that democracy’s core goal is to allow each and all citizens to individually participate in public
decision-making processes on issues that affect their lives, also adding that: “One of the most important moments at which
citizens sanction the conduct of public affairs is through genuine free and fair elections. Indeed,” she said, “the practice of
democracy has shown that implementation of this principle requires the respect of individual choice and voice through the strict
guarantee and protection of the right to a free and secret vote. Therefore, the principle of ‘one ballot, one person’ through the
exercise of a secret vote, without undue pressure of political parties, friends or even close family members is a pinpoint of every
democracy. In recognition of this important fact UNDP has in recent years been heavily engaged in supporting national efforts to
strengthen young democracies”.

UNDP high representative also underlined the significance these elections have for the future of the country by saying: “The
forthcoming elections will indeed be a litmus-test to the effectiveness of our efforts. To succeed, all the key stakeholders in the
electoral process, many of which are present today with us in this room, must endeavor to improve the record in eliminating proxy
and family voting. A robust and concerted action will be required during the next two months from all stakeholders. Key among
these actions is the determined and bold leadership of political parties in ensuring that their agents respect proxy and family vote”.

The High Level Seminar have provided the Members of Parliament, representatives of relevant Ministries, local self-
government, political parties, civil society, as well as diplomatic community with the opportunity to share their views and
provide suggestions on concrete ways of eliminating proxy and family voting, thus contributing to enhancing the democratic
character of the elections, while at the same time promoting women'’s electoral rights.

The Opening and the First Session of the Seminar was chaired by UN Resident Coordinator and UNDP Resident
Representative, Ms. Maria Luisa Silva Mejias. Besides Ms. Cihan Sultanoglu, Deputy Director of UNDP-RBEC, key welcoming
notes were delivered by Mr. Aleksandar Novakoski, Head of the State Election Commission, Mr. Mihajlo Manevski, Minister of
Justice, Mr. Carl Schiotz Wibye, Ambassador of Norway, after which interventions by Ambassador Jose Luis Ferrero, Head of
the OSCE Spillover Monitor Mission to Skopje and EU Ambassador Erwan Fouéré, followed. Both sessions provided basis for
fruitful discussions and gave the participants the opportunity to express their views and present their suggestions in the
context of the High Level Seminar’s subject.

Notes to editors:

UNDP is the UN’s global development network, advocating for change and connecting countries to knowledge, experience and
resources to help people build a better life. We are on the ground in 166 countries, working with them on their own solutions to
global and national development challenges. As they develop local capacity, they draw on the people of UNDP and our wide range
of partners.
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