MEDIA ADVISORY

United Nations Development Programme

High Level Seminar on Combating Proxy and Family Voting

In view of the upcoming presidential and local elections due on 22 March 2009, UNDP and the State Election
Commission are organizing a High Level Seminar on “Interaction of Central and Local Governments and
other Stakeholders in Combating Proxy and Family Voting”.

The event is a significant part of the numerous activities from the UNDP project “One Voter — One Ballot:
Addressing proxy and family voting”, which targets the strengthening of the democratic character of the
elections while promoting women'’s electoral rights. The High Level Seminar will provide Members of
Parliament, representatives of relevant Ministries, local self-government, political parties, civil society, as well
as diplomatic community with the opportunity to share their views and provide suggestions on concrete
ways how to eliminate proxy and family voting, thus contributing to enhancing the democratic character of
the elections.

The High Level Seminar will take place at Hotel ‘Holiday Inn’, Skopje, on Tuesday, 3 February 2009,
starting at 9:30 hrs.

The Opening and the First Session of the Seminar will be chaired by UN Resident Coordinator and UNDP
Resident Representative, Ms. Maria Luisa Silva Mejias. Key welcoming notes will be delivered by Mr.
Aleksandar Novakoski, Head of the State Election Commission, Ms. Cihan Sultanoglu, Deputy Director of
UNDP-RBEC (Regional Bureau for Europe and CIS Countries, based in New York), Mr. Mihajlo Manevski,
Minister of Justice, and Mr. Carl Schiotz Wibye, Ambassador of Norway.

The First Session will include interventions by Mr. Subhi Jakupi, Deputy Head of the State Election
Commission, Ambassador Jose Luis Ferrero, Head of the OSCE Spillover Monitor Mission to Skopje,
Ambassador Erwan Fouéré, EU Special Representative and Head of Delegation of the European
Commission. The leaders of VMRO-DPMNE, DUI, SDSM and DPA will also address the seminar.

The Second Session will be chaired by Ms. Tanja Altandzieva, a member of the State Election Commission.
Mr. Koce Trajanovski, the President of the Union of Self-government Units, Mr. Hazbi Lika, Mayor of
Tetovo, Ms. Elena Grozdanova, State Counselor, Ministry of Labour and Social Policy and Mr. Darko
Aleksov, the President of the Citizens Association for Development of Democratic Institutions (MOST) will
focus on their activities and cooperation.

Both sessions will be followed by discussions in order to allow the participants to express their views and
present their suggestions in the context of the topic.

The Seminar is open for the public and media are cordially invited to attend and participate.

For more information please contact Irena Jakimova, Communications Officer, at irena.jakimova@undp.org and 02/
3249 570, or Irena S. Hristov, Communications Associate, at irena.hristov@undp.org, 02/ 3249 571.
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Notes to editors:
UNDP is the UN’s global development network, advocating for change and connecting countries to knowledge,
experience and resources to help people build a better life. We are on the ground in 166 countries, working with them
on their own solutions to global and national development challenges. As they develop local capacity, they draw on the
people of UNDP and our wide range of partners.
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CEMI/IHap CO BUCOKN ApPpKaBHN N ANTJIOMAaTCKN NpeTCcTaBHULN Ha TeMa:
CnpaByBal-be co CEMejHOTO rnacatmbe N rnacatbeTo BO NMe Ha gpyr

Bo npecpeT Ha NpeTCTojHUTE NpeTceaaTeNiCKM U JIoKaiHy n36opu Kou Ke ce ogp»aT Ha 22 mapT 2009 roanHa,
YHON v [pxaBHaTa M300pHa KOMUCMjQ OPraHU3MpaaT CEMMHAP CO BUCOKWU APXaBHM W AUMNIOMATCKU
NpeTCTaBHULM, Ha TeMa MHTepaKuymja nomery LeHTpanHaTa 1 NoKaNHUTe BNacTU 1 ApyruTe 3acerHaTu
CTpaHu Bo 6op6aTa NpoTUB CemMejHOTO rnacare 1 rnacakbeTo Bo Mme Ha apyr”.

OBOj HaCTaH e 3HauaeH aen of 6pojHUTe akTMBHOCTU Ha YH/I npoekToT “EdeH enacay — eOHO 271acayko usye:

Cnpasysarve co 2nacaremo eo ume Ha opy: |GG
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